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Consumers want the products 
t h ey buy and use to be eff e c t ive ,
economical a n d e nv i r o n m e n t a l ly
sound. Products and product con-
tainers that conserve resources
and reduce waste are fast becom-
ing the popular choice.

Aerosols have been around for
more than 50 years in A m e r i c a ’s
kitchens, bathrooms, wo r k s h o p s ,
gardens and institutions. But how
do they fit in with waste reduction
and recy c l i n g ?

Recycled Content and
R e c y c l abl e

Given the public’s concerns about
solid waste disposal, the aerosol
industry teamed with the steel
industry to include empty aerosol
cans in recycling programs
around the country. More than
5,300 municipal locations nation-
wide include empty aerosols for
recycling as part of their steel can
mix in both household residential
and curbside buy-back and drop-
off programs.

Most aerosol cans are made of
steel and can be recycled along
with any other empty steel con-
tainers. Post-consumer steel
c a ns—f o o d, beverage, paint and
a e r o s o ls—are in demand because
steel furnaces require recy c l e d
steel to make new steel. To d ay ’s

steel aerosol cans contain an ave r-
age of 25 percent recycled content.

According to the U.S. EPA,
household waste (including
aerosol cans) is excluded from
the definition of hazardous waste
under the federal Resource
Conservation and Recovery
Act (RCRA) regulations. Thus,
household aerosol cans collected
and subsequently managed in
municipal recycling programs are
not subject to various hazardous
waste management regulations
and can be safely and effectively
recycled with other steel cans.
Many recyclers and community
recycling officials are simply
not aware that the U.S. EPA
recommends that all aerosols—
including pesticide containers
—be recycled once they’re used
up and empty. Consumers can
help by encouraging their com-
munities to accept empty aerosol
cans along with other metal
containers. The Steel Recycling
Institute (1-800-937-1226) can
provide more information about
recycling.

P roper Disposal

Aerosols, like all other house-
hold and personal care product
containers, should be disposed 
of properly :

• Use up the entire product
purchased. Remember: because
aerosols are airtight and the con-
tents will not spoil or eva p o r a t e ,
t h ey can be used and stored ove r
long periods of time.

• R e cycling is the best way to
dispose of an empty household
aerosol container. The plastic 
cap can be removed before the
container is recycled. 

• Community curbside, drop-off 
or buy-back recycling progr a m s
should be encouraged to include
empty aerosol containers, as
t h ey can be recycled along with
other recy c l a bles. 

• If in the rare instance a full or
n e a r ly full aerosol can needs to
be discarded for some reason, 
it can be disposed of through 
the normal solid waste collec-
tion systems and according to
label directions.

• Also, in the rare instance an
aerosol package does not wo r k
p r o p e r ly, return it to the store
where it was purchased for 
an ex c h a n g e .
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